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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Preliminary to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

On page 1 , line 5, please delete the paragraph claiming the benefit of an earlier 
filing date and cross-references to other applications under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) and add 
the following paragraph as its substitute: 

This application is a continuation of International Application No. 
PCT/US99/05908 having international filing date of March 19, 1999, designating the 
United States of America and published in English, which claims the benefit of priority 
of International Application No. PCT/US98/19772 having international filing date of 
September 22, 1998, designating the United States of America and published in 
English. 



REMARKS 

By this amendment, the specification claims the benefit of an earlier filing date 
and cross-references to other applications under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2). 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the present application is 
in condition for allowance. If any points remain that can be resolved by telephone, the 
Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the below-given telephone number. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: 



O:\DOCS\NW\ANWV-5235.DOC 
092701 



By: 



Nan^ W. Ve'nsko ' 

Registration No. 36,298 

Attorney of Record 

620 Newport Center Drive 

Sixteenth Floor 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 

(805) 547-5585 



RECEIVED 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence and all marked 
attachments are being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231, on 



October 18, 2001 




ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is a Preliminary Amendment in the above-identified application. 



(X) Petition for Acceptance of an Unintentionally Delayed Claim for Priority Under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) 

(X) Return prepaid postcard. 

(X) A check in the amount of $ 1 280 is enclosed. 

(X) Please charge any additional fees, including any f^g§ |br additional extension of time, or credit overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. — '-^-^ 




Nancy w. vens. 
Registration No." 36,298 
Attorney of Record 
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